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Why Access to Social Science Data is 

Cross-Cutting with Work in Other 

Disciplines during COVID-19
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• Staying at home as we isolate (or fail to)

• Closing of schools and virtual learning

• Working from home or unable to work

• Changing communities

• Small businesses and large corporations 

failing

• Impact on institutionalized populations in 

nursing homes, in prison

• Vastly growing inequality and disparities
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Much more than a health & 

medical crisis



One of the world’s oldest and largest social 

science data archives

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ 4

What is ICPSR?

• Founded in 1962

• Trusted repository certifications, 

including CoreTrustSeal certified

• 2019 Winner for the National 

Medal for Museum and Library 

Services (IMLS)

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
https://www.coretrustseal.org/
https://www.imls.gov/


• Provide transparent view into the repository

• Improve processes and procedures

• Measure against a community standard

• Promote trust by funding agencies, data 

producers, and data users that data will be 

available for the long term
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ICPSR: A Trusted Repository



• Data from Nearly 14,000 studies (most curated) 

including 1,500+ restricted-use studies

• 1,300+ studies have online analysis capabilities

• More than 5.4 million variables

• 86,000+ data-related citations in searchable 

bibliography

• 21,000+ summer training participants

• 50,000+ data users downloading data annually
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Data Resources at ICPSR



• Curation, curation, curation!

• Metadata and documentation to accompany 

data

• Discoverability, accessibility, data catalog

• No fishing expeditions to find data you don’t 

want

• Explore the data, get to know it, before you 

download 

• Reusable data in many formats
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What Makes ICPSR Unique



Less than 15% 

social science 

data in the US 

is archived



Researchers are reluctant to 

share data



When data are sensitive, 

identifiable

Public-Use (direct and indirect identifiers 
removed)
Downloadable and online analysis
Terms of use

Restricted-Use (retains indirect identifiers)
Approved users (DUA) gain access to download 
encrypted data (data security plan approved and 
implemented)
Approved users (DUA) gain access to data in 
ICPSR’s Virtual Data Enclave (VDE)



When the data are in use, actively

• It is better for an archive to work on the 
data when they are actively being used

• Encourage deposit data and use an 
embargo

• The archive can embargo the data to be 
released at a future date

• Up to three years! 



When data are not well 

documented...



A helpful guide is 

located on our 

website.



ICPSR Curation Services

• Processing Planning
• Disclosure Review
• Missing Data Standardization
• Outliers, Wild Codes
• Variable-Level Metadata
• ICPSR Codebook
• Study Description
• Quality Checks
• Dissemination in SAS, SPSS, Stata, R, ASCII



Ensuring Researcher Credit for 

Data

Authors



Demonstrating Impact of Data that 

are Archived
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COVID-19 Data at ICPSR

https://www.openicpsr.org/openicpsr/covid19

https://www.openicpsr.org/openicpsr/covid19


• Using openICPSR repository

• Focus on ease for researcher and speed of 

access

• Immediate access, self-publishing

• doi

• High value data will be curated later

• 15 studies currently

• Massive outreach effort - 460 mostly social 

science studies listed and inviting to deposit 

data into the repository
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ICPSR’s approach to preserving 

pandemic data



SHARING DATA TO ADVANCE SCIENCE

Connect with us!

https://www.facebook.com/TheICPSR/

@ICPSR

https://www.youtube.com/user/ICPSRWeb/featured

https://www.facebook.com/TheICPSR/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ICPSRWeb/featured

